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Who are we? 

• The Southern African Association for Energy 
Efficiency (SAEE) recently formed Females in 
Energy Efficiency (FEE), a division that focuses 
primarily on supporting and celebrating the role 
of women in the energy efficiency industry. 

  
• FEE is made up of energy efficiency professionals 

working to reduce energy wastage in business 
and in homes.  Focus will be given by women to 
develop, champion, train and educate residential 
and commercial energy efficient programmes. 

 



Why SAFEE? 

• Potential in Energy Efficiency/Clean Energy is 
HUGE 

• Too many “technical” women leave the field 
• Women are unaware of the potential within 

the field 
• Ideally suited 



 

Launch: 24 MARCH 2015 

The Power in Women 
Influencing Women in Power 



What makes SAFEE different? 

• Technical information 
• Education information 
• Opportunities 
• Events – highlighting the above 

 
• Synergy with Networking Forums 



Our events 
 

The Power in Women 
Influencing Women in Power 

 
• The Southern African Association for Energy Efficiency (SAEE) held 

the inaugural meeting of Females in Energy Efficiency (FEE) on 25 
March 2015.  Following the success of the first FEE meeting, the 
second meeting took place on Tuesday, 19 May 2015.  After the 
presentation by the invited speaker, a committee of professional, 
driven, determined and dedicated women in the field of energy 
efficiency was established. 

• SAFEE launched a KZN Chapter – with NCPC and Manufacturing 
Indaba in July 

 
 

2ND EVENT - 19 MAY 2015 



Our events 

 
 
 
 
 

The Power in Women 
Influencing Women in Power 

 
At the first FEE meeting convened by Lisa Reynolds, a SAEE Board 
Member, Dr Mercy Shuma-Iwisi, Senior Lecturer at the University of 
the Witwatersrand and Canninah Mapena, Director of the Energy 
Division at Schneider Electric South Africa, addressed a group of 40 
industry women. 

Launch: 24 MARCH 2015 



The Power in Women 
Influencing Women in Power 

• Smart grids have become a hot topic as numerous countries focus on ways to 
better forecast and plan power requirements.  Energy storage is a reality as 
electricity demand grows all over the world.  Mapena, a Smart Grid expert, 
unpacked why electricity networks globally require smart solutions in order to 
balance power supply and demand efficiently. 

• Shuma-Iwisi gave insight into career paths and opportunities for women in the 
historically male-dominated energy efficiency industry.  A myriad of career 
opportunities exist including education, research and advocacy to business, law 
and international development.  Women bring about a great diversity of 
experience, talent, and ideas in the energy efficiency sector. 

• Lisa Reynolds - The purpose of FEE is clear – whilst supporting the role of 
women in the energy efficiency industry, it assists in the career development 
activities of existing professionals, and also enables young women aspiring to 
leadership roles to find mentors who will support their development. 

Launch: 24 MARCH 2015 



 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

From left to right: Canninah Mapena, Lisa Reynolds, Karel Steyn 
(SAEE President) and Dr Mercy Shuma-Iwisi 
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The Power in Women 
Influencing Women in Power 



 

Launch: 24 MARCH 2015 

The Power in Women 
Influencing Women in Power 



  
 
 
 
 

• The keynote speaker at this event was Erica Johnson, Operations Resilience Expert.  
Erica has wide and deep insights gained through her experience at executive level 
at Eskom.  Erica has occupied leadership roles with responsibilities in both 
operations and strategic portfolios, as well as managing strategic functions of 
Eskom including strategy, corporate planning, risk and resilience management, 
information technology, legal, regulatory and stakeholder management.   

  
• Erica - BSc in Engineering (Electrical and Electronic), MSc Engineering (Power 

Systems) & MBA from Wits in 2008. 
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The Power in Women 
Influencing Women in Power 
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The Power in Women 
Influencing Women in Power 



• Erica’s presentation was on the topic of Insight and Opportunities in the South 
African Electricity Industry.   Her message was powerful, frank, enlightening and 
most memorable.  

• The second FEE meeting was once sponsored by Saint-Gobain, the world leader in 
the habitat and construction markets, designs, manufactures and distributes 
building materials, providing innovative solutions to meet growing demand in 
emerging economies.   

 
• The interim SAFEE committee was formed on a nomination and acceptance of 

nomination principles. 
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The Power in Women 
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The Power in Women 
Influencing Women in Power 

After Nomination process, the following women were appointed to 
the FEE committee: 

– Lorraine van Wyk, Reatile Gastrade 
– Lisa Reynolds, SAEE board member 
– Duduzile Makhathini, Rand Water 
– Santa Scheepers, Distributed Solar 
– Lesego Gaegane, National Business Initiative 
– Taryn Corna, Aqua Bella 
– Nonhlanhla Ngwenya, MphoNo Energies 
– Coretta Magongoa-Mohale, VieDeCore t/a Admire Energy 
– Noxolo Mbana, Energy House ZA 
– Rego Mavimbela, Eskom 
– Faith Mavimbela, NCPC - SA  
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The Power in Women 
Influencing Women in Power 

2ND EVENT - 19 MAY 2015 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Left to right : Noxolo, Rego, Taryn, Lisa, Duduzile, Nonhlanhla, 
Santa, Coretta and Lesego.  Absent : Faith and Lorraine 



The Power in Women 
Influencing Women in Power 
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The Power in Women 
Influencing Women in Power 
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Conclusion 

• As South Africa focuses on energy efficiency this month, women continue to play a 
vital role in the country’s focus on how central and critical energy efficiency is to 
our national prosperity, security and the environment.  

• Relatively new field  
• Possibility to create your own opportunities 
• Network with possible “coaches”. partners, advisors, JV’s 

 
 
 

 



Questions? 



Our deepest fear is not that we are inadequate.  
Our deepest fear is that we are powerful beyond 
measure. – Marianne Williamson 
 
Contacts –  info@saee.org.za 
  lisa.reynolds@saint-gobain.com 
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