Monday, 17 August 2020

Dear Fellow South African,
At midnight tonight, our country will move to alert level 2 in our response to the coronavirus
pandemic. This will come as a relief to all South Africans who have had to live under
stringent restrictions for the last five months.
It is a sign of the progress we are making in reducing new infections and demand on our
health facilities. It is also a very important development as we strive to restart our economy.
But it is too soon to celebrate.
Dear Fellow South African,

We are still very much in the middle of a deadly pandemic that has taken over 11,000 lives
in South Africa alone. At more than half a million confirmed cases, we still have the fifth
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economic activity across almost all industries – and work to repair the damage done – we
have a responsibility to not let our guard down as individuals, employers, communities,
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us wants a return to the early days of extreme lockdown restrictions. We want to

move on with our lives. We want our friends and loved ones to remain healthy and safe.

South Africans are ready to rise to the challenge.

Aswishes,
a nation, let us continue to work together to ensure that we progress. The move to alert
Best
level 2 of the lockdown is not a ‘free for all.’ The rules on social distancing, mask wearing,
social gatherings and international travel remain.
Our success rests on our ability to abide by these regulations and to ensure that we each
behave carefully and responsibly.
Every time we are considering any form of non-essential activity, we should ask: what is the
risk of infection to ourselves and to others? Where there is a risk, even a slight one, it is
better not to do it.
Let us proceed, as ever, with caution. Let us keep each other safe.
With best wishes,
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