Monday, 24 August 2020

Dear Fellow South African,
The coronavirus pandemic has had a dramatic impact on the social, economic, business
and industrial landscape of our country and countries around the world.
As we work with our social partners to develop an urgent economic recovery programme,
we are determined that we should not merely return to where we were before the pandemic
struck. We are instead looking at actions that will build a new, inclusive economy that
creates employment and fosters sustainable growth.
An important aspect of this new economy is that it must be able to withstand the effects of
climate change. A climate-resilient economy is necessary to protect jobs, ensure the
sustainability of our industries, preserve our natural resources and ensure food security.
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lockdowns has been good for the environment and natural ecosystems, these activities are
Almost everyone I meet in the country, whether residents of Lusikisiki or business leaders in Johannesnow resuming. The coronavirus pandemic is devastating, but unless we act now, the impact
burg, is deeply concerned about the state of the economy and the stubbornly high rates of unemployof climate change on humanity will be catastrophic.
ment. After a decade of low growth and deepening poverty, people are looking for signs of progress in
tackling the many challenges confronting our country.
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much lower than what we need). Government finances are stretched about as far as they can go, and
several industries are looking at retrenching workers.
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I believe this is eminently possible. Despite the difficulties, South Africans from all walks of life are still
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Similarly, nearly every key sector of our economy – from mining to construction, from
Most of the people I speak to recognise that we have made progress in turning our country around. The
agriculture to automotive manufacturing – needs to adapt to the effects of climate change.
changes that have taken place in many state-owned enterprises and in bodies like the NPA, SARS, the
police and the State Security Agency give people confidence that we can restore the credibility and
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Climate Change Adaptation Strategy.
There has also been progress on the economic front. A year ago, we announced an economic stimulus
and recovery plan in response to our economy's first recession in nine years. Since then we have
This strategy will guide one important aspect of our climate change response. In line with
embarked on several reforms to create a more investor-friendly environment. We have finalised a Mining
our commitments under the Paris Agreement to Combat Climate Change, we are moving
Charter that has been broadly welcomed by the industry and finalised policy on the allocation of valuable
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strategies – to prepare our society for the effects of climate change.
Funds have been redirected to stimulate economic activity in areas where the majority of South Africans
live. This includes finance to support black commercial farmers, the revitalisation of industrial parks in
As the Paris Agreement comes fully into force this year, we are committed to meeting our
townships and the establishment of a Township Economy Fund. Government is also increasing the value
international responsibilities to reduce greenhouse gas emissions. One of the key
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We will also be establishing the Presidential Climate Change Commission to coordinate our
national response and implementing the carbon tax to encourage companies to reduce their
emissions.
While these mitigation measures are implemented, the adaptation strategy calls for a
multisectoral response to climate change that brings together government, the private
sector, civil society organisations and communities.
Work is already underway in government and in the private sector to respond to climate
change, with tangible projects being implemented at both national and provincial
government level.

Building on the stimulus and recovery plan, government will finalise a clear economic growth strategy
within the next few weeks. This strategy will draw on the many valuable contributions that have been
made by South Africans on the discussion paper released by National Treasury.
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ment of an Infrastructure Fund with a clear plan to revive infrastructure investment. Much work is underinstalled in public housing. The renewable energy power producer programme plays an
way to improve the ease and reduce the cost of doing business, as are efforts to restructure state owned
important role in increasing the contribution of renewable energy to our electricity supply.
enterprises and ensure that they perform better in meeting the country's needs. A clear strategy to place
Eskom on a sustainable path of recovery is also being finalised.
As we build a new economy, we cannot afford to be out of step with international moves
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We have already made significant advances in the waste and recycling economies.

It is clear that, as a country, we are taking firm action to grow the economy and create jobs. But we need
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economy, when linked to renewable energy, can also position South Africa as a global
player in the many applications of green hydrogen.

South Africans are ready to rise to the challenge.
Best wishes,

Climate adaptation can also support infrastructure development and local production. The
country can develop its own expertise in areas such as smart grids, e-mobility, smart water
and sanitation solutions, ecological infrastructure and broadband connectivity.
The additional benefit of positioning our country as a significant global player in this space
is that we will be able to draw on green funding sources and instruments. We already have
a National Green Fund, the ‘Working for Water’ and ‘Working on Fire’ public employment
programmes and the National Treasury’s Cities Support Programme. All of these support
the development of new green industries and the greening of existing initiatives.
As we count the devastating cost the coronavirus pandemic has had on our economy, we
must resist the temptation to relegate the critical issue of climate change to the
back-burner.
Far from being an ‘added liability’ focused solely on issues of compliance, climate change
adaptation is an opportunity to quicken the pace towards a sustainable economy that is
just and inclusive.
We need to act now, guided by a common strategy, to combat climate change and build a
new, resilient economy.
With best wishes,
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