
       

 

 

Technology as a game changer for empowerment of women and in improving 
women’s lives 

Exhibition on Renewable Energy Technologies and Innovations: Improving women’s lives 
4-7 October, Cape Town South Africa 

 
Coinciding with the South African International Renewable Energy Conference (SAIREC), UN Women South Africa 
Multi Country Office, in partnership with the Department of Energy and the United Nations Industrial 
Development Organisation (UNIDO) is hosting an exhibition as well as multi-stakeholder policy dialogues on the 
role of renewable energy technologies and innovations in improving women’s lives. 
 
SAIREC (www.sairec.org.za) provides a global platform for government ministers, high-level decision makers, 
experts, specialists and thought leaders, as well as private sector players and civil society, to discuss and 
exchange their visions, experiences and solutions for accelerating the global scale-up of renewable energy.  
 
The Exhibition on Renewable Energy Technologies will share technologies and innovations that seek to improve 
women’s lives. As part of the Exhibition, a high-level multi-stakeholder dialogue will be held to highlight the role 
of technology in promoting gender-responsive responses to renewable energy. 
 
Women, especially those from rural and peri-urban households, are disproportionately and negatively impacted 
upon by limited access to clean and affordable energy. Many women in poor households continue to live without 
reliable sources of energy, relying on open fires and other unsafe sources of heat and light, increasing their 
vulnerability and placing significant burden on them as well as impacting on their health, safety, education and 
livelihood opportunities. Universal access to safe, sustainable, affordable and reliable energy is a basic human 
right and a critical issue for sustainable development.  
 
Women’s traditional roles provide them with invaluable knowledge and insight that can be utilized to advance 
adaptation and mitigation strategies at all levels (UNDP, 2011), and they can be agents for widespread social 
change.  
 
There are numerous technologies and innovations that are being implemented worldwide to reduce the unpaid 
labour burden and health of women’s families. These need to be shared, incubated and taken to scale.  
 
With this in mind, the exhibition and panel discussion have the following objectives: 
 
1. To discuss renewable energy technology and innovations as a game changer for improving women’s lives; 
2. To develop a database of existing renewable energy technologies and innovations that seek to improve 

women’s lives; 
3. To provide a platform for linking policy makers, researchers, innovators and entrepreneurs; and 
4. To identify opportunities to incubate and scale up current initiatives. 
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