
 

 

 
 

SECURITY UPDATES (English) 
 
Talking Points on President’s Speech 
 
On Monday, 12 July 2021, President Cyril Ramaphosa addressed the nation following acts 
of violence and destruction of property in different parts of the country. 
 
In his speech, the President outlined the following critical issues: 
 

• Even as we know the high cost of this violence to property, to livelihoods and to businesses, 
the loss of human life is the greatest cost of all. 

• Our Constitution guarantees the right of every person to protest, to organise, and to engage 
in free expression and free association. 
• Our Constitution gives every person an equal right to protection before the law, and 

confers on every person a responsibility to respect and uphold the rights of others. 
• Our Constitution is the foundation of the rule of law in our country 
• The rule of law guards against the abuse of power, protects the poor and vulnerable, 

and enables our society to function and our economy to develop. 
• The victims of the violence – the workers, truck drivers, business owners, parents and 

families of those who have lost their lives – have done nothing wrong. 
• The poor and marginalised bear the ultimate brunt of the destruction. 
• Our sick cannot get medication from pharmacies, food does not reach supermarket 

shelves and healthcare workers cannot go to work. 
• Our vaccination programme has been severely disrupted. 
• These disruptions will cost lives by cutting off the supply chains that sustain our food, 

health and production systems. 
• The path of violence, looting and anarchy leads only to more violence and devastation. 

It leads to more poverty, more unemployment and more loss of innocent life. 
• We have chosen a different path. We have chosen to pursue dialogue and protest 

rather than violence and chaos. 
• Each of us has an interest in maintaining and upholding the rule of law. 
• We are moblilising all available resources and capabilities to restore order: 
 



 

- South African National Defence Force personnel have been deployed in support 
of the operations of the South African Police Service in all the affected areas in 
KwaZulu-Natal and Gauteng. 
 

- The deployment of police has been intensified in all the affected areas in KwaZulu-
Natal and Gauteng. 
 

- The South African Police Service is calling up operational members from leave and 
rest-days to increase the presence of law enforcement personnel on the ground. 
 

- We are prioritising the prosecution of suspects alleged to be involved in this 
violence. 

 
• Government will take action to protect every person in this country against the threat 

of violence, intimidation, theft and looting. 
• Government will not hesitate to arrest and prosecute those who perpetrate these 

actions and will ensure that they face the full might of our law. 
• Government will restore calm and order so that we can get on with the task of 

rebuilding this country and creating a better life for its people. 
• As leaders of political parties, taxi associations, business organisations and unions, 

we need to do everything in our means to calm the situation. 
• We cannot expect a lasting and durable peace if we do not create jobs and build a 

more just and equitable society in which all South Africans can participate freely and 
equally. 

• We will stand as one people, united against violence, united in our commitment to 
peace and to the rule of law. 

 
 
 

 
 
 


