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KEY NOTE ADDRESS BY HONOURABLE MINISTER, MS DIPUO 

PETERS AT THE TWELFTH MEETING OF THE CDM 

DESIGNATED NATIONAL AUTHORITIES FORUM, MOSES 

MABIDA STADIUM, 26 NOVEMBER 2011.  

 

Programme Director 

Distinguished guests 

Ladies and Gentlemen 

 

I am pleased to join you for the opening of the Twelfth Meeting of 

the Clean Development Mechanism (CDM) Designated National 

Authorities (DNA) Forum.   

I would like to take this opportunity to welcome you in this 

beautiful city of Durban on the eve of the United Nations 

Framework Convention on Climate Change Conference dubbed 

the Seventeenth Conference of the Parties (COP 17)  also serving 

as the Seventh Meeting of the Parties (CMP 7).  

We are delighted to host and be party to the highly esteemed 

occasion for DNA representatives to exchange views, to share 

experiences relating to the CDM and bring forward common 

views and issues to the attention of the CDM Executive Board.  
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Ladies and gentlemen, 

 

CDM has given developing countries the opportunity to access 

much needed investment, capacity building and technology 

transfer. This has paved the way for these countries to explore 

cleaner, more environmentally friendly ways to develop while 

continuing to further the advancement of the three pillars of 

sustainable development, namely economic growth, social 

progress, and environmental protection, at both local and global 

level.  

CDM has come a long way since its inception in 2005. I think it has 

made good progress. If we look back at the achievements of CDM, 

we can view it as a glass half full or half empty.   

 

To date, the mechanism has registered over 3571 projects. But 

there are still many challenges ahead which i believe the 

gathering of today is one of those platforms that have kept you 

actively engaging to further come up with recommendations for 

better solutions.   CDM projects development in Africa only 

accounts for 2% of the registered projects.   

 

CDM has so far provided uneven benefits for different developing 

nations around the globe. Some of the larger countries get the 

better share in the CDM market, while the African Continent, the 
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most vulnerable, does not benefit adequately from the additional 

revenues derived through the sale of carbon credits. The question 

still remains as to how best to deal with these challenges? 

 

Programme Director, 

 

The slow uptake of CDM in Africa is due mainly to lack of capacity, 

finance and the complexity of the CDM process.  

 

It gives me great pleasure to also indicate to you that the South 

African DNA has been working very closely with the United 

Nations Development Programme (UNDP) to assist other African 

Designated Countries Authorities to operationalise their offices. 

In July this year the Africa online CDM platform was launched. 

This platform is intended to allow DNAs and CDM experts on the 

African region to learn and share experiences as part of 

continuous improvement on projects implementation.   

 

Distinguished participants, 

 

As you all are aware, South Africa is a signatory to both the United 

Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change and its Kyoto 

Protocol. This allows us to participate in the Clean Development 

Mechanism (CDM). Our DNA has been operational since 

December 2004 and all approval procedures are in place. We have 
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over the years continued to encourage our local companies to 

participate in CDM and contribute to this global endeavour in 

addressing climate change. The highest potential sectors for CDM 

activities are in energy, agriculture, waste management, mining 

and transport.  

 

Ladies and gentlemen, 

 

The pace of CDM project development has been really slow and it 

is only recently that we have begun to see a significant 

improvement with a growing pipeline of over 258 projects having 

been submitted to the DNA. To date South Africa has only 21 

registered projects which fall within the following categories: 

 Waste to energy;  

 Nitrous Oxide Abatement;  

 Renewable energy; and  

 Energy Efficiency.   

Programme Director, the following seven projects have been issued 

with certified emission reductions (CERs) amounting to 1, 9 

million carbon dioxide equivalent (CO2), these projects are Omnia 

Fertilizer Limited Nitrous Oxide Reduction Project,  Transalloys 

Manganese Alloy Smelter Energy Efficient Project, Sasol Nitrous 

Oxide Abatement Project, PetroSA Biogas to Energy Project , 
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Enviroserv Chloorkop Landfill Gas Recovery Project , Lawley Fuel 

Switch and Tugela CFB10, Conversion from Coal to Bark fired. 

  

 The impact of these projects on our energy intensive country , 

although relatively small, is still impressive and provides an 

encouraging view of the future as more projects are developed 

and reach their full potential. CDM has also provided a good 

window of opportunity for achieving the nation’s poverty 

reduction and sustainable development goals. 

 

Ladies and gentlemen, 

 

As we approach the upcoming round of the Seventeenth 

Conference of the Parties also serving as the Seventh Meeting of 

the Parties here in Durban in the next two days, discussions on 

CDM and emission-related issues will again intensify.  There will 

be renewed interest in what governments are doing to mitigate 

the effects of climate change and promote sustainable 

development.  Attention will be drawn to the progress made 

under different efforts, including discussions on the second 

commitment period under the Kyoto Protocol. The lack of 

decision on the second commitment period has brought 

uncertainty around CDM and has affected the pace and nature of 

project Development.  
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Assuming there is continuity of CDM, the rules governing the CDM 

market will need to evolve. We need clear and consistent rules so 

that the CDM market can not only function efficiently, but also 

achieve the objectives of emissions reduction and sustainable 

development effectively. How the market will develop would 

depend not just on how the regulatory environment would 

evolve, but also how market players would respond.   

 

To conclude, indeed the global carbon market holds both exciting 

possibilities as well as challenges. It is important therefore that as 

you deliberate in the next two days you exchange views on how 

some of these hurdles could be resolved and also reflect clearly on 

what has been achieved to date as per Article 12 of the Kyoto 

Protocol so that you inform its future with evidenced supporting 

information.  I share your optimism for meaningful deliberations 

and I trust that you will have a pleasant and productive meeting.  

 

Thank you 

  


