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Minister of Energy, Her Excellency Ms. Dipuo Peters, MP at the Launch of 
Exxaro’s Clean Energy Company Called Cennergi (Pty) Limited  

Venue: Forum – The Campus 
4th April 2011 

15h30 
 

 

Programme Director, 

Executive Committee of Exxaro 

Representatives of Khopoli Investments 

Chief Executive Officer and all staff members of Exxaro 

All representatives of Governments and organisations in and outside South 

Africa, 

Members of the Business Community, 

Distinguished Guests, 

Ladies and Gentlemen 

 

Good Afternoon, 

It was Marie Curie who once said:”I never notice what has been done. I only see 

what remains to be done.” 

The launch of Exxaro’s new energy company “Cennergi (Pty) Limited today 
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reminds me of what still needs to be done. In order to significantly change our 

carbon footprint, we need to do things differently.  

 

One of the key messages that will be conveyed at the “Rio Plus Twenty” will be: 

“access to energy for all in a sustainable manner.” Indeed, Exarro is living this 

message. I believe I can say without any fear of contradiction that sustainability is 

at the top of Exxaro’s agenda and this is a clear indication of visionary 

leadership.   

 

Programme Director, I must say, the world has already started experiencing the 

impacts of climate change which have and could have far-reaching and 

unpredictable environmental, social and economical consequences and energy 

plays a key role within that context. It should no longer be a question of whether 

we should be greening our industries, but how and when.  

 

I have been informed that Cennergi (Pty) Limited will focus on the investigation of 

feasibility, development, ownership, operation, maintenance, acquisition and 

management of electricity generation projects in South Africa, Botswana, and 

Namibia which augurs very well with the country’s objective to address regional 

integration on economic development to create interconnectivity. I am sure you 

aware of the recent Request for Information (RFI) that was recently released by 

my Department and I hope you have provided your responses in this regard. The 

RFI seeks to determine the available projects both in and outside South Africa, 

the timeframes by which they can be commissioned, the amount of power that 

can be obtained from such projects and at what estimated costs. The 

technologies that were targeted were, gas, imported gas, cogeneration, coal, 

imported coal, hydro, imported hydro and biomass. You will recall that these 

technologies are already identified in our Integrated Resource Plan, our blueprint 

of supply and demand for electric power for the next twenty (20) years. I am 

pleased to indicate that we have received an overwhelming response. The 
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analysis of the information received indicates that 61 300 MW worth of electricity 

generation is available and it is at various stages of readiness. Initiatives such as 

the one we are gracing today are therefore well poised to accelerate our 

development of our electricity sector and will propel our green energy revolution 

to the new level, which, as South Africa, have elected to place at the nucleus of 

our growth strategies going forward.  

 

You will recall Ladies and Gentlemen that the democratic government of this 

country remains consistent in its position on environmental issues which are 

inextricably linked to green growth. This vision is reflected in this government’s 

earlier documents such as the Reconstruction and Development Programme 

(RDP).It is this environmental consciousness that has informed our various 

policies, programmes and actions of government since 1994. It is therefore no 

coincidence that as a country we are moving with haste and taking huge strides 

in greening our economy.  

 

This is now complemented by the country’s New Growth Path (NGP) Framework 

whose ambition is to create 5 million new jobs by the year 2020, Industrial Policy 

Action Plan, the signing of the Green Economy Accord, Local Procurement 

Accord, and National Skills Accord during the course of last year. South Africa, 

just like other countries in the African continent, is well endowed with abundant 

renewable energy sources such as Solar, Biomass and Wind. However, we still 

have a huge task of developing them to their full potential. It is for this reason that 

as the Department of Energy, we have identified clear targets for renewable 

energy options. Our government still remains responsible for the creation of an 

atmosphere that is conducive for uninterrupted business activity.  

 

Our policies have shown to be effective and efficient in rapidly increasing RE 

deployment. However, there is no one-size-fits-all policy. Experience shows that 
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different policies or combinations of policies can be more effective and efficient 

depending on factors such as the level of technological maturity, affordable 

capital, ease of integration into the existing system and the local and national RE 

resource base. Many of the building blocks to support the scale up of RE and EE 

initiatives exist today. Effort therefore should be concentrated on regrouping 

these building blocks and ensuring the right level of coordination between public 

and private sector finance to maximize the available financial resources. 

Programme Director, I strongly believe and am convinced that we want to 

change the picture of Africa from being the darkest continent at night with no 

access to energy for development in our areas. In the near future it should not be 

that we are still deliberating that only 42% of Africa’s population has access to 

modern energy, with the rate for sub-Saharan Africa as low as 31% – the lowest 

regional rate in the world which is unacceptably low. This number drops to 28% if 

South Africa is not taken into account. In all, 585 million people in sub-Saharan 

Africa are excluded from electricity services, accounting for 40% of the worldwide 

un-served population. 

 

Responding to these challenges requires a transformative change in the way the 

economy’s resources are allocated.   The green economy is based on a 

commitment to a sustainable low-carbon society and an economy which has 

been modernized will help to increase competitiveness, create employment and 

training opportunities, and improve the quality of life. Let me challenge all of you 

here that it remains our responsibility that as we deploy these technologies, we 

take skills development very serious, particularly in the areas where the projects 

are located. We need to localise maintenance and operations within the areas 

where the technologies are being deployed to improve efficiency and the quality 

of life as part of sustainable development. 

 

The role of International Partner organizations and Development Financial 

Institutions is very critical on technology development and deployment, especially 
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at commercial level. I commend Tata Power Company Limited of India, through 

its subsidiary Khopoli Investments for its 50% joint venture to form Cennergi (Pty) 

Limited. Overall, I need to thank the International partners for their confidence 

and commitment to invest in South Africa and we are looking forward to working 

tirelessly with you to achieve our national objectives and also contribute our 

share to climate change.  

In conclusion let me take this opportunity to congratulate you as one of the Water 

Conservation and Water Demand Management Sector Award winners for 2012. 

Water remains one of the critical factors for energy projects and above all 

sustainable development. Keep up the good work. 

Thank you 


